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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the Chair
at 7.30 pi.m., and read' prayers.

ABSENT TO BILLS.

Message from. the Governor, received and
read notifying assent to the under-mentioned
Bills:-

1, El-ctrie tight and Power Agreement Act
A mendnment.

2, Supply (No. 2) £1,050,000.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S RE PORT.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have re-
ceived from the Auditor General, in pursuance
&l Section "& of tbe Audit Act, 1894, the
thirty-third report for the financial year ended
30th JIuae, 192:3, which I now lay on the
Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (2)-LANID SETTLE-MENT.

Retirement of Mr. A. R. Richardson.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Minister
for Education: Will he lay on the Table of
the House all papers dealing with the retire-
ment of Mr. A. R. Richardson?

The MINISTER FOR EDUJCATIO)N re-
plied: Yes. The papers are now laid oa the
Table.

Peel and Bcateman Estates.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Minister
for Education: 1, What are the amounts of
e-xpenditure on the Peel and Bateman estates
in connection with group and soldier settle-
ment on-(a) development, (b) road con-
struction, (c) railway or tramway construc-
tion, (d) drainage? 2, What is the total
amount advanced for the supply of seed,
super, and implements? 3, What is the value
of seed and manures lost through floods? 4,
Who will bear such loss? 5, What was re-
sponsihic for the flooding of the areas that
were supposed to have been drained? 6, How

miany settlers on the Peel and Bateman es-
tates are being assisted by the Agricultural
flank' 7, What is the natttre, and what is
the amount of the advances being made" S$,
Flow many officers are engaged in conneeti.'n
with Agricultural Bank operations, and what
are their respective siayies! 9, How ma-y
men hart- been siettled on the estates for a
period of six months or longer, and how many
of these aire working their holdings without
further Government assistance? 10, What ate
the respective numbers of men employed at
I 0s. and 14s. 4-d. per dlay ? 11, Howe many men
have been reinstated on the estates after bar-
ing been put off as not being satisfactory?
12, What vote will be debited with the amouitt
thant has been cxpended by the Lands Depart-
twent on the Peel and Bateman estates?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pilied: 1 to 12, Return, in course of prepara-
tion, will he laid on the Table in a day or
two.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY, EASTERN
AGRICULTURAL AREAS.

lion. J. CORNELL (for Hon. W. Car-
roll) asked the Minister for Education: 1,
In view of the possibility of a serious short-
age of water in the eastern agricultural areas
similar to that experienced last summer, have
the Guo-erment made ally arrangements to
provide water for the ensuing summer, in or-
der to obviate enormous economic loss to the
State and serious hardship to individual set-
tlers?1 2, If so, will the Minister state the
nature of the arrangements made? 3, Have
the Government decided upon a comprehen-
sire scheme of water conservation in the wheat
areas? 4, If so, will the 'Minister state-(a)
the nature and cost of the proposed scheme;
(b) when the scheme will Tic put into opera-
tion?

The MDXISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:- i and 2, In view of the, wet winter it
is not anticipated that there wrill be any seri-
ous shortage sueh as was experienced last
year. The difficulty will be tact when it oe-
curs, as is always done. 3, Yes. 4, Details
arc now being worked out.

QUESTION-COAL FIND, ERAUU.
Hlon. - .. MILLS asked the Mfinister for

Education: Is it a fact that some years ago
a Oft. seam of coal was found at Eradu at a
depth of 118 feet, and that the Geological
Department reported it to be better than Ir-
win coal, and equal to Cole coal when first
discovered?

The MIINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:- In 1906 a bore teas lpnt down in the
bed of the Greenough River, near Eradu.
This bore commenced to cnt thin coal seams
at a depth of 100 feet, nd at 118 feet en-
countered a 6-foot seam of weathered coal,
shaly in part. Samples from this seam were
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tested in the Departmental Laboratory, and
the following were the best results obtained-

Moisture . . 9.59
Volatile hydrocarbons .. 40,28
Fixed carbon .. . .37.97

Ash (white) -. - .12,16

100.00

(Calorific value-R.T.U. 9P,900.

The following opinion was expressed:-''This
coal is superior to that of Irwin River and
equal to that of the lower grades of Collie
coal, but since it was very weathered owing
to the fact that its cover consisted largely of
drift, it is sure to improve greatly when
worked in the solid eountry."' Further in-
formation relative to the results of this bore
will be found at page 10 in Geological Sur-
vey Bulletin No. 59.

SELECT COMMIHTTEE-THE WEST AUlS-
TRALIAN TRUSTEE, EXECUTOR
AND AGENCY COY., LTD., ACT
AMENDMEINT (PRIVATE) BILL.

Report presented.

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON presented the re-
port of the select committee appointed to in-
quire into the Bill,

Report received and read.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move-

That the' report be adopted andi printed.

Hon. J. DIk'FELL: Is it the usuial thing
to adopt a report before the House has Coa-
sidered it in Conmnittee! I think we should
have an opportunity of considering the re-
port before it is adopted.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill
which is the subject of this report is a pri-
vate Bill, and differs in its natm-e from any
Bil previouisly brought before the House.
The procedure in this ease is somewhat dif-
ferent from the ordinary procedure.

Hon. A. LOVEKIM: The proper course
would be to hav-c the report printed, and then
to take it into consideration when the House
is in Commrittee on the Bill.

Hon. T. NICHOLSONX: I cannot see where
any difficulty crises. Mr. Duffell will have
full opportunity to consider the Bill in Coin-
mittee.

Hont. J. Duffel!: That is a different thingz
altugethoi. W- do not know uhat is in tile
report until we hare co-isidered it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have no objec-
tion to hon. members considering the report,
but they can take it for granted that the
select conmnittee wvent thoroughly into the
Bill.

Hon. 3. Duffell: 'Move that the report he
printed.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: Tt is unnecessarily
delaying matters, because there is nothing in

tht' repoirt that can hie cavilled at. However,
Iask l.uavt to nimend my motion to read:

That the report be printed and be taken
:,uto consideritwin at the next sitting of the
HJouse.
MeItion by leave amended accordingly.

Hon J,..1 CORNELL: Sonic hou. ineumbers
are a little facetious to-night. The origiaa
rnotion mocred by Mr. Nicholson was purely a
formial one. It would not hind memnbers when
in Committee on the Bill.

Hon. J1. DUTFELL: On a point of order.
Itake exception. to Mr. Cornell's use of the

word ''actou. As a mnember of this
Chamber, it is miy duty to give full con-
sideration to every mecasure brought before
us. WVe claim to be a House of review, anat
so wve should carefully consider every report
before adopting it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does the
hon. mjembe r wish the word. ''facetious'' to be
withdrawn?

Hon. TI. DUFFELL: No, it does not mat-
ter.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Ott motion by Hon. J. JI. Holmes, leave of

abstee for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. G. W. Mites (North) on the ground
of urgent private business.

RrLzI-CHANGE OP N'AMZE RIEGULA-
TION.

Introduced by Hon. A. Lovekin and read
a first time.

PAPERS-SANDALWOOD TRADE
MONOPOLY.

Hun, E. H. GRAY (West) f7.531: I
move-

That all papers (including tenders) re-
kiting to the proposal of the Grovernment to
grant a mnowpoly in the trade of sandal-
wood be laid upon the Table of the House.

When Y saw the newspaper last night I con-
cluded that the whole of the sandalwood dif-
flvnltx Vwas settled.

''iA. TE. H. Harr-is: It is not yet begun.
l10onL E. H. GRAY;: And that as ltce result

of the work pat in by those interested, and by4
certain public meon, the Government had de-
cided to grant juqtice to those engnged in the
sandalwood trade. But to-day all sorts of
wild rumours are floating about the city, and
I am given to understand that the position
now is worse than it was before. Some three
yVears ago the Government decided to alter
the system of dealing in sandalwood, but as
the result of a deputation the Government
gave way, and things went on as before. In
view of the disclosures now made public, it
seems it would have been better if the Gov-
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ernment had madie s ome tad and either
taken over the business themselves, or pitt a
much higher royalty on sandalwood. To March
last tenders were called for permits for the
taking of sandalwood. Three rionths. pre-
viously a letter was received by a private
firm in Perth from people in China) as fol-
lows: --

It has been ritmonred that tbe WV.A. Gov-
emninent intends to restrict, if not to stop,
further shipments of sandalwood, hut we do
not know whether this is correct, and we
shall be gladl if you will advise us of any
suchi vital information ais, naturally, it is
of the utmost intportnee to its.

It seems that some outside people uere busy
and got on the track fairly early. Tn coni-
sequence, three months later the Government
called for tenders for a monopoly. T do niot
believe in casting slurs, and I linow that public
menk of rdl pa rtie- have to stnd a fair
share of mtisrepresentation and abuse.
Therefore tny attitude ott this business to-
night is rather that of a big brother to tb-
Minister. If the Minister's statements in
another plave are correct, hie requires a big
brother to look after him, for e-vidently
there is atmple proof that machinations are
at work, not only* impugning the morality'
of business naca, but constituting a seriou s
menace to thc 'State and to the Government.
An 'ything 1 have to say will be said in a
desire that the House should stand up for
fair play' to all ettgaged in the industry.
Members have seen advertisements and
newspaper articles written by various per-
sons interested in sandalwood. 'Up to dlate
the allegations in those articles and ad-
vertisetnts have not been answered. When
pcople interested in sandalwood make grave
stateaw-tits impuigniitg the htunour, not only
of thle Goveranmont but also of competitors
in sandanlwood, other firms, if tltey know
those statements are incorrect, hav-c proper
means4 of securing redress. T have here a
printed pamphlet reading as follows-

We learn front Mr. Paterson that wood
is very scarce and that -Mr. Paterson him-
self has somne idea. of -attempting to corne-r
the market in Australia and preventing
the opposition from securing supplies.
Pre-vious experience tended to show tbat
this is not possible, and Mr. Hector con-
t-ived to get supplies before when siatilar
tactics% were emnployed. How far con-
ditions have changed since we do not
know.

Here is another statement relating to a new
enntpanv-

After the defeat of the scheme, the Aus-
tralian Traders anid Export Co., Ltd.
having its registered office at the offices,
of ronmack & Thomas, solicitors, Howard-
street, Perth, n-as formed-for all practi-
cal purposes a company absolutely identi-
cat wvith Paterson & Co., Ltd., its two
largest shareholders being Mr. John an
Mr. Paterson. There is no appearance of
the name of any Chinese shareholder on
this infant company's share register.
which for the most part is mnade up of

names of Messrs. Paterson and company's
office staff, in addition to. the names of
two prominent solicitors.

Up to date this company has not bought a
single stick of sandalwood. Nevertheless,
it is asserted that the company put in a
tender for the sandalwood monopoly.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: Who is the author of
that pamphlet 2

Hon. E. H. GRAY: You may have a look
at it. It is issued by a sandalwood firm in
Perth, one that tendered for the monopoly.

Ron, C. P. Baxter: Why do you not give
the author of the pamphlet?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It has not yet bdugbr
a; single stiec of sandalwood.

Hon. 0. F. Baxter: What is the name of
the company?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Australian
Traders and Export Company. If there is
any monopoly to he instituted in connection
with this tidustry it should be a State
monopoly. Any other formn of monopoly is
a pernicious evil, as has been proved ever
since the early days of civilisation. A
monopoly cannot be defended by any party
or individual on the round that It is a
public utility. The sandalwood question
has occupied a considerable amount of tihe
and brought about a lot of discussion. Be-
fore the war there was a big movement in
sandalwood. Arguments have been put up
by various people to show that as the re-
sult of exchange and the depreciation In
the value of the silver currency, Chinese
people made big deals in sandalwood. Other
argumnents have been brought forward to
dlisprove this, atnd to show that it was the
or-dinlary. course of trade, Whichever side
is right we know that the State has lost
thousands of pounds. and that the getter
has not made miuch out of the business,
alt houghi the hulk of the work of develop-
ing the industry has fallen on the shoulders
of the getter. Before tile Government em-
bark upon this new acheme tbis House
should he mnade follyv aware of the facts of
the position. The papers should be laid
upon the Table so that we may be able to
draw our own opinion in place of the
rumiours that are going about. If t': ^
rumours are, correct then we should protest
against the Government being mixed up in
any "cheme of this kind.

The Minister for Education: Did you see
what appeared in tbe "1Government Gaz-
etfno. veterday?

Ha. . H. GRAY: Yes. It is rumoured
that a certain company will receive 62 per
vent, of the sandpiw nod business.

Hon. T. 'Moore. That is not in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette.'"

HRon. E, H. GRAY: And that 88 per cent.
will be divided amongst the other traders.
I an given to understand that 2% per cent.
of the trade has been allotted to the f6im
svb~ch at one time were shareholders in one
of the big firms, a- a recognition that they
should have something out of the business.
It is also rumoured that these allotments
are, being made by the Government.
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lion. E. H. Harris: On what basis?
Hon. E. H. GRAY: I do not know.
Hon. R. 3. Lynn: I expect for Services

rvndbred.
lion. E. H. GRAY: This is a great in-

justice to those who are engaged in the
trade. I have tried to got to the bottom
of this matter. When I was travelling with
tlw Parliamentary ponty last week I inter-
viewed a number of men on the fields who
a-re- vitally interested in the industry. Dur-
iag the six days 1 wans away I did not meet
a nian who would admit hie was in favour
elf the proposed Gloveranent scheme. WVhen
the cutters get to know of this new scheme
of the Gov-erniment I ami certain there will
hi' an uproar from one end of the State to
the' other.

The Minister for Educ-ation: Why?
Hon. E. H. (ARAV: It is an injustice to

those who are engaged in the wrork, and to
those who are shareholders in the co-
operative company.

The Minister for Education: But they
will get a good price.

Hon. E. H. CRAY: That may be so.
Hon. .1. Cornell: Tine co-operative com-

pany was only formed to stop the other
scheme.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Nothing during recent
years has aroused so much public interest
as the sandalwood question. It is our right
that we should see the papers relating to
it so that we may form our own opinion.
'We should not hav-e to rely upon rumiour,
and upon the announcements that are made
from time to time by outside people inter-
ested in the industry.

Hon. T. MOORE (Central) [8.7]: I second
the motion. I believe every member of the
Chamber desires to know where we stand on
this question. The new regulations have been
laid on the Table of the House. I was told
before they were placed there that certain
permits had been granted to certain firms
allocating to them different lots of sandal-
wood which could be collected by them.

The Minister for Education: No permit
has yet been granted.

Hon. T. MOORE: These rumours are
afloat. After what has happened we are pre-
pared to believe almost anything, but we
want to find out for ourselves how the posi-
tion stands. There has been so much con-
troversy, and so many interested firms have
taken part in it, that members are entitled
to know the exact position. Why have the
Government refrained from giving to those
people who are interested in the trade the
reason why this juggling has been going on,
It is nothing but juggling. First of all one
move was made. A certain party in another
place took up a strong attitude, forcing the
Government to alter their tactics. There is
still a tendency on the part of the Government
to grant a monopoly. Whether the mon-
opoily is given to one firm or five it
would be wrong to give it. Members of this
Chamber, who believe in private enterprise,

must agree that all persons engaged in pri-
vate enterprise are entitled to equal oppor-
tunity. If, as has been suggested, permits
are to be given, such as can be given nder
the Forests regulations for sandalwood or any
other timber, we want to know on what basis
they have been given, and why they have been
giv'en on any basis. There is a great amount
ut kse reey about the whole business,

The Minister for Education: There is no
secrecy in this.

lion. T. MOORE: We know the Govern-
ment decided to give a certain firm, which
had tendered, the monopoly of the trade.
'[he,;N have said so, but they do not say they
are prepared to do that now. Owing to the
diversity of opinion in another place they
have changed their attitude. The country
has a right to know what the tenders were,
and whether the contract was to be given to
the highest tenderer. The whole matter has
now been dropped. Seeing that the Govern-
ment are not prepared to accept any tender,
we want to know the reason for the change
of attitude. If we were to ask for the papers
in connection with any tenders for any par-
ticular department, I believe they would be
laid on the Table, but not so in connection
with the sandalwood trade.

The Minister for Education: Not papers
disclosing the tenders.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. The tenders have
now been dealt with.

Hon. C. F. Baxter. The position cannot
now be affected.

Hon. T. MOORE: No, because the matter
has been dropped. We should have an op-
portunity of perusing the papers so that we
may know all about the matter. This would
clear up all doubts and rumours that are
afloat. We -ant. plain and fair dealing. We
want to know nil abont these regulations, not
about merely a part of them. We want to
konw if anything further is to be added to
the regulations, and whether permits are to
be issued.

The Minister for Education:, None have
been issued.

Hon. T. MlOORE: Are the Government
going to issue any? Are they going to con-
fine the permits to certain firms, or will every
firm in the State be allowed to carry on as
before? I hope the House will Theist upon
its right to know how the position stands.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [8.12]: 1
suppert the motion. As I shall be leaving
the State to-morrow for approximately three
weeks this is the only opportunity I shall
have of speaking to it. There is no need
for -recrimination or the launching of charges.
Probably later on some firm, institution, or
persons will pose as the saviours of the san-
dalwood getter and of the trade. There is a
section of the community which may take that
flattering unction to its soul, whose prime ob-
ject is to assist itself-I refer to the people
who hu 'y and deal in sandalwood. They have
moved heaven and earth, the stars and all
the ilalets. in their endeavour to prevent
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the granting of a monopoly to one firm.
I hope they will not come to regard
themselves as the saviours of the country.
Some months ago the Government decided
upon a wide departure concerning the regula-
tions governing the handling of sandalwood.
A fundamental change has been made from
open dealing with no limitation on the num-
ber of firms to participate, to a monopoly
with control in the hands of one firm. As I
understand the position, that procedure has
been jettisoned. We are somewhat in the
air as to what the position really is under the
most recent regulations gazetted by the Gov-
erment. We do not know whether all the
existing firma interested in the sandalwood
trade will be allowed to compete on an equal
basis. We do not know whether there wilt be
competition amongst the several firms, or
whether there will be an allocation of the
amount of sandalwood to be exported from
'Western Australia by the several firms oper-
ating now. We do not know whether there
will be any embargo agaifnst other companies
participating in the trade. Seeing that the
Government set out to secure a measure of
control over the industry, and to allow the
sandalwood dealing to be in the hands of one
firm, we should have more information in view
of the changed front. The Government have
issued drastic regulations providing for £16
per ton for the cutters and £9 royalty for
the State. The former royalty was fixed at
£2 and the cutter received what the buyer
chose to give him. In view of this funda-
mental change, it is important that another
aspect should be taken into consideration.
If the regulations are not disallowed by either
House, they will have the full force of lawv
after the expiry of a certain period. Those
regulations will have more force than any ex-
isting statute, because any hon. member can
introduce a Bill to amnend existing legislation.
If the regulations become law, no hion. member
can interfere with themi. That heing so, what
valid objection can he offered to the whale
of the papers dealing with the sandalwood
question and the circumstances leading u
to the framuing of the latest regulain being
placed upon the Table? As a layman who has
not beena behind the scenes in connection
with the sandalwood business, I cannot con-
ceive of any valid objection. If the Govern-
nit-ut offer objection to the tabling of the
lmnl;Ms% there call bke only one inference,
namcly, that something is contained in the
papers that the Government do not desire to
hi- made public.

The MNinister for Education: No, it isq only
the question of the tenders;.

lion. J1. CORNELL: The M_%inister says
that the Government merely desire that the
tenders shall not he made public. I am
pleased to have that admission. It means
that the Government have nothing to fear
or hide regarding their dealings in the tran-
saction.

The Mfinister for Education: That is so.
Ilon. J. CORNELL: That brings it to a

simple isue regarding the tenders. As I in-

derstand the position, the Government called
for tenders. A certain number were received
for a specific purpiose. In the light of recent
events, that specific purpose has been jetti-
soned. The departure from the proposal to
grant a monopoly to one firm abrogates the
tenders already received, and that being so,
what valid objection can any tenderer offer
to the fact becoming public property that
if lie had received the monopoly, he would
have been prepared to pay so much for it.
If the iaformation is made public, we wl he
in a position to know whether or not the Gov-
ernment did right in not proceeding with the
proposal to grant a monopoly. We would
then know whether it would not have been
more in the interests of the State dund of the
cutter if the Government bad gene on with
their propiosal and pranted the monopoly.- in
view of the controversy that has raged around
the whole question, and in view of the regula-
tions having the toll force of law, if not dis-
allowed, and in view, further, of the fact that
the tenders have been set aside and not ac-
cepted, I cannot see any valid reason why
the papers should not be placed on the Table.
As to the whole issue involved in the sandal-
wood question, and any charges that have
been, or may be, levelled at anyone inter-
ested, I consider the proper course to adopt is
to move that the regulations be disallowed.

Hon. T. Moore: 'We do not know what they
are.
* Hon. J. CORNELL: They have been gaz-
etted. If such a motion is moved, the whole
case for anti against ma:y be traversed. Do
not let uis confuse the issue as to the tabling
of the papers by the introduction of charges
of corruption and so forth. If my memory
serves me nright, every motion launched in
this Chamber for the production of papers
in tbe public interest has been agreed to. It
has to be said to the advantage of this
House that it is not one which nutomnatical 1y
ceasges from time to time. It is a House o~f
continuity. Whatever may be said by certhiau
s4ections of the community regarding the Leg-
islative Council, when broad questions of nib-
tic policy and interest are invotved, thte.. t:14
been no semnblance of party considerations
or anything else of a derogatory nature ini-
partedl to the discussions. Que-itions% iinvolv-
ing the taliling of t-apers or other matters
hanve been discussed from the one standpoint.
The only consideration has bet-a the public
good. i think the papers should be tabled,
and by agreeing to the motionl we will act in
keeping with out- past reord uid the honesty
of purpose tha ha lasdsiguished our
actions. I hope the request for the tabling
of the papers will not he refused and that
the Council will be true to its traditions.

H-on. C. F. BAXTER (East) [8.25]: 1
had no intention of speaking to the motion
until I heard the Leader of the House inter-
ject. His words made me think that the Gov-
erment may he opposed to the tabling of
the paspers.
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The? Minister for Education: I have not
said anything at all.

lon. C. P. BAXTER: The Minister's in-
terjction made rae think so. I hope that is
not the ease. For some time now we have
heard ugly runrours around the town that
are certainly derogatory to various persons.
Some articles of an unseemly nature have ap-
lpen red in the Press. -Now that the question
has been raised in the House, lion, members
should have an opl:orturnity of perusing the
papers and. ascertaining what the position
renlly is. The quation. of a monopoly is not
a ntew one so far as thre sandalwood industry
is concerned. Two or three years ago the
Government inrade a arove in this direction,
hurt owing to the opposition that developed, the
Ooverunment withdrew tram the position they
had taken up. After the lapse of that inter-
val the Government for the -econd time took
action and called for tenders involving the
granting of a monopoly. I will not discuss
tire question as to whether the granting of a
monopoly is right or wrong, for this is not the
time to do so. The Government have had all
this tnito to consider the matter and their de-
cision must haive been well thought out. I have
enough confidence in them to believe that the
decision they arrived at must have been a
ripe one and that in their opinion it would
haive been beneficial to those concerned, as
well as to the State, if the monopoly had
been granted. At any rate, they came to
the point when they called for tenders. 1
take it that all thre firms interested in the
sandalwood industry put in tenders. Before
the tenders were known, however, a hubbub
was started froin those persons who con-
sidered, it would appear, that they' had been
unsuccessful and they must have known it.
How that could hep is beyond inc. The Min-
ister says the objection to the motion2 rests
in the tabling of the tenders. Outside per-
sons seemed to know whbat the tenders were,
and came to the conclusion that they would
not be successful, lIt would appear to me,
though I may be wrong, that, h1aving arrived
at that conclusion, certain tenderers, who be-
lieved they would be unsuccessful, proceeded
to raise a hubbub on the scare that the mion-
opoly was a bad thing for the State. It
those firms who are now opposed to Ithe
muonopoly were content to submit tenders for
that monopoly, I take it they would have
been satisfied if they had been successful.
That leads us to this point:- we must recog-
nise that the Govermnent must have dealt with
the tenders after they were received. If the
tenders were unsuitable, they should have
been rejected and the Government should
have immnediately called for fresh tenders. In-
stead of that, the Government have adopted
an attitude which I do not think they can
stand up to. They have adopted an attitude
that is Dot in a.ecurdanee with the practice in
the commercial wurld. After calling tenders
they threw the whole thing open. again and,
allowed the firms tendering to come in and
get a certain proportion of the business that
is to be done.

Elon. .1. fluff cll: Vrery likely they will land
before the Privy Council before it is finishied.

lion. C. F. BAXTER, If do not krrorr
about that. Through procrastination the ov-
ci irract have lost hetwe~n £60,000 and £E70,-
Of-10 inr royalties and that money would have
he 'n beneficial to us. The G-overnrrent have'
allowed that rnner to slip through their
fin.-ers.

Tire 'Minister for Education: flow rnch
wsis lost to the State before that?

Herr. C. F. BAXTER: Why did not tire
(ioverint call tenders first and charge a
royalty of £ 9 instead of £2?3 When they came
to the conclusion that the sandralwvood husirress
was worth so mnuch more to tire State tihani
they had been charging, why did they not
linure the courage to impose the increased
royalty their? The 0overnment have not been
prt pared to face public criticism. Why do
they not face it in the right direc-
tioni now? They have, lost enormous
sums of mioney. This State has a unonoply
of thre sandalwood trade, India and one
at' the islands in the Straits Settlements
only having a small proportion of the sandal-
wood required by China. Knowing we
had a monopoly, why did not the Govern-
ment act? They let years pass and they have
now allowed all the firms trading in sandal-
wood to build up not heaps but mountains
of sandalwood at Fremantle, out of which
they will make a profit at the expense of the
State.

Resolved: That mnotions he continued.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Cornell, Who
represents a district where a large quantity
of sandalwood is cut, said the regulations
should be disall owed. I agree that no mem-
ber would be in a position to move for the
disallowance ef the regulations until he had
the papers before him. He would be working
in the dark. Why the Government should
adopt a certain attitude calculated to be
beneficial to the State and then back down
is beyond my cumprehension. The State is in
a parlous position financially and there was
an opportunity to save not hundreds but
thousands of pounds, and surely the duty de-
volved upon the Government to seize the op-
portunity. We hear a lot of talk about
settling the country in order to put the State
on a sound footing. That is quite right, but
here was an opportunity to conserve the in-
terests of the State and secure f or the State
the profits of an industry that will now go
to private individuals. It is time we took
action. I hope members will agree to the
motion in order that light may be thrown on
this question. It is high time publicity was
given to a matter about which so many state-
ments have been made. Advertisements
covering whole sheets of the newspaper, cost-
ing about £45 each, have been printed not
once, but several times and this surely is an
indieation of the importance of the industry.

flon. A. J. H. Saw: It is an ill Wqind that
blows nobody good.
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lion. C. F. BAXTER: If it is profitable
to spend £45 on advertisements regarding
sandalwood in order to bluff the Governent
-and these people have been very successful
in their bluff-there must be a tremendous
profit in sandalwood. Look at the profit the
State has lost in the past. I do not know
how the new arrangement will work. it
seems to be a very peculiar arrangement.
Presumably it is intended to adopt a per-
centage basis according to the quantities
'handied by the different firms.

Hon. E. H. Harris: We are told that is
not correct.

Hon. J1. Cornell: Draw it out of the hat.
1 expect.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I cannot believe
that the Government are going to fall back
on lottery methods; they do adopt business
methods. After reading the regulations I
think it must be intended to put the firms on
a percentage basis.

Hlon. T. Moore: Up to date that is hearsay.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: All I have to go

upon is what I read between the lines of tbe
regulations, The papers should certainly be
tabled.

Hon. J. J1. HOL-MIBS (North) [8.341:F
hope the Minister will not oppose the tabling
of the papers. All1 said and done we art the
custodians of the public rights, and it is our
duty to know how the business of the State
is being conducted. At one stage of the
business there may have been an objection to
tabling the papers, because it may then have
been unfair to disclose the tenders, but we
have passed that stage. The tenders have
gone by the board. We have progressed from
a monopoly of one to a monopoly of five.

The Minister for Education: You think we
should disclose the tenders?

Hlon. J. J1. HOLMES: The Government
bhare made wvaste paper of the tenders.

The Minister for Education: Why should
one man know another man's tender?

Hon. S1. J, HOLMES: Why should not ire,
the representatives of tine people, know the
scheme that some people may have tried to
work? Why should not we know what is in
the papers in order that we may be able to
dleal intelligently with the regulations before
us? The papers may disclose why the Gov-
ernment departed from their decision to
create a monopoly and why they now propose
to split the business among five firms. The
papers may disclose that they narrowly es-
caped being landed in another Privy Council
ease that would have cost many thousands of
pounds, because it is said the State cannot
give a monopoly of an industry to one person
to the disadvantage of the rest of the corn-
nmunity. I understand there was sufficient
money available to take the case to the Privy
Council if the Government bad persisted in
giving a monopoly of the business to one
firm. The Government, however, have got past
that stage; they have taken in five of the
Fsndalwood dealers. Hence it may be there
is no one outside the combine to take the

case to the Privy Council, and we may find
ourselves acting to the advantage of five
residents of the State and to the disadvantage
of all the rest, irrespective of whether they
are in the trade or not. It is becoming the
usual procedure to refuse to table papers.
Parliament, however, is supreme and is en-
titled to know what is going on. OtherWise
it is useless for us to sit here at aln, In my
Ministerial experience, which extended ever
only a few months, due to myself and no one
else, the Government refused to table papers
on only one occasion. We took the view,
"This is the country's business, and the
country is entitled to know what is going
on.,,

I-lou. C. P. Baxter: But Governments have
changed].

Hou. J. J1. HOLMES: This prractice of re-
fusing members of Parliament public infor-
mation is foreign to the procedure of the
pust. The one ease in which we refused to
table papers was this: At one time Collie coal
ems a menace to the agricultural industry-
f say nothing about it to-day. Actions were
pending against the Railway Department, and
some of the litigants wished to obtain pos-
session of the papers in order to put lip a
ease against the department. That was an
entirely different proposition from the one
now ander consideration).

Hoiu. .1. Cornell: You were then protecting
the public.

Hon. J. J. HOLMKES: Yes, and we refused
to table the papers. The 2l1inister has re-
ferred hy interjection to the loss of revenue.
The present Commissioner for the North-West,
Mr. Drnke-Broekcman, somne -years ago was
sent to the Far East to report on the conssump-
tion of sandalwood there, and on his return
lie presented a report that placed Ministers
in possession or information as to the value
(of this asset. But the drift has gene on.
Wi, have been receiving only £2? per ton roy-
alty when wve should have been getting £10.

The Minister for Education: And objection
w.1_ raised, to the £2 royally,

Roe. .1. J. HOLMES: Yes; but the Gov-
ermnment are there to do their duty to thne
oitntc as a whole. In my opinion £10 per ton
royalty w-ithout any restriction was all the
State should have imposed. It was John
Chinaman that Would have had to pay the
£1J0. According to the religion of the Chinese,
I understand the higher tbe price paid f or
sandalwood, the greater the concessions they
get from their joss.

Hon. J,. Cornell: And the easier it is to
eater thu kingdom hereafter.

HEoni. J. 3. HOLMfES: And to share in the
glories to come- For that reason alone we
night easily have got £10 a ton. The papers
mar disclose how the Government propose to
Cut tip the orders amongst the five different
firms. But if I wished to enter the sandal-
wood trade, why Shouild not 1, as a British
subject in a British community, be able to
d~o so!o Why create this monopoly for five
people? I think it is a coustitutional question
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that has upset the Government'Is programme.
They find they cannot give a monopoly to one
person to the disadvantage of the rest of the
people. They have flow taken in five persons,
probably the only five with sufficient money
to appeal to the Privy Council, but they ares
doing an injustice to other ieopio who may
wish to participate in the business, and who
under this regulation wtill be prevented front
so doing. All this goes to show the necessity
for tabling the papers. T put aside all the
(-harges that have been umade against M!inis-
term.

The Minister for Education: 1 have never
heard fit any charges against Ministers.

Hon,. J. .i. HOLM\ES: I have. I1 put them,
aside; I go so far as to say I believe there is
nothing in them. In justice to them, how.
ever, the papers should be tabled so that we
may judge of the facts f or ourselves. We
are a suspicious cummiunity. If the Govern-
ment take the responsibility of with-holding
these papeors, the public will immediately say
there is something in it, and will become the
more anxious to peruse them. If the papers
were tabled, I do not think the public would
get what they want, bat the House would.
We could see whether the Government were
right in adopting the proposed regulations.
Mr. Baxter has dealt with the question of
royalty, which is a very serious matter. The
pe ople who have been buying sandalwood mn-
der a £,2 royalty now find that £9 must be
paid, and there is £7 a tea profit they will
get out of John Chinamnan which the State
should have had.

The Minister for Education: We shall get
it now.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But owing to the
action of the Government-

Hon. F. E. S. Wilinott: Due entirely to
their lack of action.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: -Well, due to their
inaction, the State will lose that money. The
trouble is, the Government will not faew any
position or finalise anything. My fidea of a
government is this: When Cabinet come to a
decision that a certain line of action is neces-
sary to conserve the interests of the State,
they should stand or fall b& it. We cannot
get the Government to stand by anything.
They will fall by anything, but will not stand
by anything. Take the Government Bills
brought down alter mature consideration.
The Government in their wisdom say that
is as far as they can go in the interests of
the State. As soon as the measures reach
another place, they are taken up by members
of the Opposition, and loaded-loaded in some
instances in such a way as to be detrimental
to the best interests of the State, but still the
Government accept then. If the Government
decided to give a monopoly of the sandalwood
industry to one person and the royalty was
fixed at £9 a ton, they should announce it
and the royalty should take effect imnmedi-
ately.

The Minister for Education: The regula-
tions had to be printed.

Hfon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes, they could be
printed on the sme day, but this matter
has been under consideration for some won"hs
What we want to know is-Did the Govern-
ment conc to a decision to give a monopoly?
On what date did they conic to that decision,
and why the day following should have heen
the day on which the royalty wgas to be in-
creased by £7 a ton? I h;ope the Government
will int refuse to prement the papers to the
House as requestedl. After all, it is our busi-
ness, and we are entitled to know how it is
being carried on, just as we are entitled to
seek information in respect of other affairs
into which we wish to inquire. I therefore
support the motion.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (South-West)
[8.49]: 1 have listened 'iith a great deal of
interest to the remarks of the previous
speakers, who, it appeals to me, have put
up a very good case in suippurt of the laying
of the papers on the Table of the House.
The regulation now on the Table may be
the subject of a debate in the near future,
and I fully agree that it will be impossible
to do justice to any debate that may take
place unless we hare a great deal more
information than is in our possession at the
present time. Mr. Holmes says it does not
matter a rap what the public have said
about Ministers, and that he does not be-
lieve what is currently reported. I say it
is a very serious matter, not only to the
Minister, but to every member of IParlia-
meat that so many allegations can be made
and not refuted.

The Minister for Education : What are
they?

Ron. F. E. S. WILaLMOTT: Allegations
of corruption on the part of the Minister
directly concerned, the Minister in charge
of forests.

The Minister for Education: I have never
heard them.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLjMOTT: I have heard
them; the dogs have barked them.

The 'Minister for Education: On a point
of order, I dto not think the hon. member
should m'ake such a statement. It is not
quite the right thing to say in the House.
Such remarks are spread far and wide, and
they go to build up a reputation for a Min-
ister that is not deservea.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLM\OTT : 1 cannot
withdraw a fnct. I do not charge the Min-
ister. On thle contrary, I wish to see the
Minister go out of polities without a stain
upon his character.

The Mfinister for Education: So be will.
Ron. F. E. S. WTLLU.OTT: What better

way is there of accomplishing that titan by
letting us have all the papers, so that we
may be able to become familiar with all
the transactions from the day of their birth
to the present time. I cannot for the life
of me understand why the Minister should
raise any objection.

The Minister for Education: You should
not spread such statements.
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Hon. F. E. S. Wr1LLMOTT: I am not
spreading themn; they have been spread.
The statements have been made.

The MRinister for Education: You are
emphasising them.

Hon. IF. E. S. WVILLMOTT: Certainly,
because I do not like the insinuations; I
want to see them grappled with; I want to
see thenm trampled down. It is not good
for Parliament to have miud thrown at its
inembers. It 'is not good for neniberH of
the Government to be attacked as they have
been attacked, and as they are being
attacked. It is all very welt for the Mitt-
ister to say lie has not heard these remarks.
I do not 'know where hie has been. It may
'be that his work so confines him to his office
that lie does not meet the man in the street,
who is gabbling this, what shall I call it-
filth.

The Minister for Education: Pass it by.
Hlon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: I cannot pass

it by. I would rather see it dealt with.
From my knowledge of the Minister for
Forests I declare that he would not he
guilty of any of the practices alleged.

Hon. 0. F, Enter: We all know that.
Hon. IF. E. S. WILLMOTT: I remember

What Occurred many years ago. Allegations
were even then made against the same Min-
ister and his. Government, and I was one
of a select committee that put in many
weary weeks investigating the matrer, and
I am pleased to say that the Minister 'was
entirely vindicated. It will be found that
the latest, too, is also a pricked bubble. If
the wishes of members who have spoken are
ranted by the Leader of the fRouse by the

placing of the papers on the Table, the
position will be considerably facilitated.
Unless the Minister can give us the sound-
tast possible -reason for declining to table
the papers, I shall support the motion.

On motion by Minister for Education,
debate adjourned.

BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 9th October.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [8.53) : In supporting the second
-reading of the Bill I desire on behalf of the
Council of Friendly Societies to express
their high appreciation of the courtesy ex-
tended to that body by the Leader Of the
House in permitting them to have time in
which to consider the Bill now before the
Chiamber. It 'is generally conceded that
the consolidation of the onmerous acts now
on the statute-hook is a more in the righit
direction. When we take into consideraton
that this Bill will consolidate no fewer
than seven Acts of Parliament, if for no
other reason, the proposed legislation will
serve a very useful purpose. The Bill will
bring into operation certain amendments
-which are regardedl as highly desirable, but

even though it will perform tin important
function in this direction and will be a
distinct march along the path of progress,
I regret to say the measure is not exactly
n-hat the friendly societies desire. It was
reported in' the Press yesterday that a
deputation had waited upon tbe Colonial
Secretary and brought under his notice cer-
tain facts connected writhi the Bill that
were not exactly to the liking of the Coun-
cil of the Friendly Societies. Clause 5 pro-
vides that certain securities shall be held
by the trustees of the friendly societies as
security for loans. This, however, does not
go far enough, and the Minister is reported
to have told the deputation that he was pre-
pared to consider the request submitted. I
do not know what the 'Minister proposes to
do, hut when the Bill is in Committee it is
my intention to add a few lines to para-
graph (b) of Subelause 5 of Clause 9 which
I think will bring the clause into line with
what is desired by the friendly societies.
When the friendly societies grant loans to
their members, those loans are almost in-
variably granted on a system whereby
repayment is made quarterly. It may
be necessary to bold securities over
and above the value of the amount
advanced. The trustees of the friendly
societies having become satisfied that the
original loan is being reduced, desire to have
the lower to return portion of the securities
in their possession, and it is with a view of
giving that power that I intend to submit
an amendment when the Bill is in Com-
mittee. I shall place the amendment on the
Notice Paper so that hon. members may know
the exact purport of it. It will read, ''And
by a like form of receipt the trustees may
discharge or partially discharge any further
charge or collateral security which they hold,
provided they are satisfied with the security
remaining.'" This is not asking anything that
will involve the trustees in trouble. It is a
matter to which they have given careful con-
sideration, and if the House will agree to
the amendment it will enable the trustees of
the friendly societies to carry out their work
with greater expedition than is the case at
present. There is also another matter which
I think will be admitted to be of great im-
portanee. Snbelanse 6 of Clause 9 road:-

Provided that it shall be the duty of the
trutstees in making ay investment to ob-
serve the precautions indicatcd in the pro-
viso to Subsection 1 of Section 10 of the
Trustees Act, 1900.

The provision in question is rather a serious
one to have in. the Bill, flow it came there
even nienihers of friendly societies would have
difficulty, in explaining. Perhaps I may be
permitted to give one or two illustrations of
the operations of friendly societies in this
con nect ion. I think those ilustrations will
be quite sufficient to convince bon. membners
that the pirovision in question is absolutely
unnecessaryv. I dio not wish to mention the
name of any society, but I am prepared to
submit the letters which I have on the su~b-
ject to any member who wishes9 to see theni.
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The transactions of one society show that
during the past 15 years no less a sum than
£E37,983 wras invested in small loans roug-
ing from £530 up to £300, with the excep-
tion of one investment of £2,000 in Comn-
inionweaith peace bonds. No less than £35,983
wast invested by that society in loans to 120
borrowers, who were all members of friendly
soeieties and desirous of obtaining homes of
their own. Throughout the whole period of 15
yeers the proportion whiclh has proved what
I may term a bad investment has been less
than £2-50. That toss was made on the gold,
fields, owing to the depreciation there follow-
ing on reduction of population. It is a loss
which couild not have been avoided even if the
advice of a licensed valuer had been token
ait the time the loans were made. The only
effect of adopting that course would liars
been to increase the expense to the horrower.
Another society has during at similar period
advanced a total of £29,548 in sums averag-
ing £295. As a result of the placing of that
sum of £29,548 with the members of friendly
societies, the cost to the individual of ob-
tainking a loan has panned out at only £4
5is. 6id. The smallness of the cost has been
due to the fact of the societies not having
to obtain the advice of licensed valuers. 'In-
vestigation shows that if each borrower had
had to pay for the opinion of a licensed
valuer, the average cost of obtaining the loan
would have amounted to about £14, as against
the actual cost of £4 5s. 6d. This point
should be stressed, seeing that the object of
the Bill is to assist members of the work-
ing class to obtain homes of their own. Such
people should not be called upon to pay more
out-of-pocket expenses than is absolutely
necessary. If the subelause in question
is allowed to remain in the Bill, they will
undoubtedly be faced with heavier ex-
penses in obtaining loans. I will leave
the matter at that point, because f shall
bare the opportunity of goiug further
into the question during the Committee
stage. I shall not now touch upon
the clause dealing with returns. I am
obliged to the Leader of the House for the
information which he has placed before us
to-night, and which shows that the request
made by the delegation to the Colonial Sec-
retary on Tuesday last has received favour-
able consideration. Clause 18 can also be
dealt with in Committee. If shall uphold the
retention of that clause unless an amend-
ment to deal with the matter otherwise is
suggested. T realise the importance of hav-
ing these scieties registered with the Re-
gistrar of Friendx- Sucieties if they are is-
pensingf benefits of anly kind. f am sur-
prised that the matter baq not attracted
miore attention in the past. When all is
said and done, societies, whether private or
puiblic, which hare more than ten members
are evading the law 3f theyv are not regis-
terel uinder the Life Assurance Act, for in-
stance. The interpretation section of that
Act includes persons who engage in the kind
of Ir'iin-rQ to which the Bill refers. That

point. too, can he dealt with more fully in
Committee, Many private societies are oper-
sting in this State without having been re-
-rgniso'r by the Registrar of Friendly Socie-
ties, simply because he does not know any-
thing about them. Let me point out what
that involves. The employees in ai large city
warehouse may be contributing towards a
fund to provide relief in case of sickness. in
e'u'ilovee may he Paving iota mcrh fimal for
a nuniber of .%ears, and then, through some
unforeseen circumstances, finds that his .4er-
vies are diqpensed with. Thus he loses th?!
whole of the- money which hie has paid into
the fund with a vw to ohtaiiiig henfitsi
in t-nse oif sickinessg. . rW-'the2-, in saich a
case the firm might be carrying a heavier
risk than actuarial figures would justify, or
than the amount of the subscriptions woDuld
justify. It has been stated that one branch
of industry is heing operated on the basis
of a payment of Is. per fortnight by each
member, that payment entitling the member
when sick to an allowance of £M per week. 1
believe the fund receives some suhsidy from
the Government. We know very well, how-
ever, that no registered friendly society would
be allowed to operate on such a basis, because
it is against all actuarial calculations that
the societ-y could make a success of it. More-
ovr, a perqon who is entitled to £3 per week
from the sick fund to which I have referred
might also, as a member of another friendly
society, he entitled to £2 per week in
case of sickness. Unde- the Bill that
amount will be raised to £3 per week.
Thus the posit-ion would arise of a man
hsing entitled to total benefits of £6 per
week in case of sickness. I sayv at once that
there has been very little, if any, malingering
in this connection; but I think the circum-
stances I hare stated make evident the neces-
sity for registration. The supervision of the
Registrar of Friendly Societies would ensure
the carrying on of sick and benefit funds on
a sound basis. Would the funds of the
societies which are not registered be able to
stand the strain of abnormal circumataneesl
We know that for years pazt the employees
of the Railway Department have been contri-
buting towards IL fund for assistance in case
of death. That sw-iety is not registered. It
certainly should he registered. The members
have nothing to hide, and so why should they
object to registration? Registration would
simply be a means of obtaining a guarantee
that the subscriptions are ample to meet all
reasonable claims. The Railway Department
death benefit fund was not capable of stand-
ing the strain brought to bear upon it by the
wa.,r. As a result, the fund was obliged to
obtain asst ance, possibly by way of advance,
fromn the Government to the extent of alout
£12,080. Only by that meas was the fund
enabled to meet its obligations and keep faith
with its subscribers. Let hon. members con-
trast that position of affairs with the opera-
tions of friendly societies which are -regis-
tered in this State. Instead of the registered
societies having to fall back upon some other
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source, they have been in a position not
merely to meet all claims arising out of tbe
war and other circumstances, but Also to pay
the subscription of every one of their menm-
hers -who enlisted, during the whole period
that those members were at tbe front. And,
more than that, the registered societies were
able to provide free medicine for the wives
and families left behind. I want hon. mnem-
bers to realise the necessity fur registering
all the societies, and so safeguarding not only
them ,ini their liabilities, but also those who
invest their mnoney in them. Generally speak-
ing, the Bill is a good one. It will strengthen
the bands of the trustees of various friendly
societies and will accomplish much good, es-
pecially in respect of the artisan class in this
State.

The MITNISTER -FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
.1. Ewing--South-West-in reply) (9.16]: 1
thank the hon. member for the way in which
be has discussed the Bill. I have several
amendments to move, the outcome of a depu-
tation that waited on the Colonial Secretary
and did much to clear up the position. I
hope that ny hon. member who has other
amendments to move will place them on the
Notice Paper and that to-morrow we shall he
able to go into Committee on the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

BTL- INDUJSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.

Debated resumed from 16th October.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [9.17]:; The

Bill is for the re-enactment of an Act brought
into being after the drought of 1914. At
that time deputations from the farmers
waited on the then Premier, Mr. Scaddan,
end laid what was virtually the draft of the
measure before him. A few months later the
Bill was introduced and passed. The Act has
been a boon to a lot of farmers. Under it
the State has had its assets secured, and
settlers who would otherwise have gone to the
'wall have been saved by timely assistance.
But I cannot say the administration of the
Act has been nil that could he desired. A
few of the clients of the board have not been
altogether satisfactory, but the great ma-
jority have proved highly satisfactory, not-
withs-tanding Mny drawbacks, for which the
department was responsible. The exasperat-
ing delays imposed by the department have
Ilnudicapped Qluite a lot of good men. Those
delays are still in evidence. Thea there is
the annoyance of irregular inspections. in-
spectors originally appointed under the Act
are to-day working for the Agricultural Bank,
and inspecting for the Industries Assistance
Board in their spare time. Consequently,
those inspections are very lax, and so settlers
are held up for advances for machinery, for
manures, for seed nd the like, with the re-

suit that their crops suiffer. I am afraid the
position will not be relieved by the retirement
of Mr. A. V. Richardson, that grand old
man who has done so very much for ag-ricul-
tare in) this State. I an, puzzled to know why
he should have retired just now.

The Minister for Education. He is an
elderly man.

flon. C. F. BAXTER: 'No younger mna
pu in his place ill be able to do the work
Mr. Richardson has been doing. You cannot
tell me that Mr. Richardson has resigned oa
account of ege,

The 'Minister for Education: That is what
he says.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I anm convinced his
retirement is due, not to age, but to the fact
that he does not agree with the administra-
tion of the affairs of the board. His- resigna-
tion means a tremendous loss to the State. A
select committee of another Chamber con-
sidered the forerunner of this Bill last ses-
sion, and recommended an amendment of the
Agricultural Bank Act to allow of the In-
dustries Assistance Board being taken over
by the Bank. I do not know whether that
would he an advantage, because we should
still require the same staff.

Hon. V. Ulnmersley: 'What about the
securities!

lTon. C. F. RAXTEII: f do not know that
they would be much different. A number of
members in) this Chamber support the pro-
posed chiange, but I am afraid the Govern-
ment would be loth to part -with the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. The: board returns
a fair sum of money into revenue, and to a
Government writh a deficit, £129,000 received
through the board, loan money which can be
put into -revenue, is sufficient to encourage
them to keel) the Industries Assistance Act
iii operation. Last year the amounts the
Government received from the board were as
follows: Land rents, £29,900; Agrieultara.l
Ilank interest on ordinary aiccounts, £43,977:
soldier settlers' accounts, £50,957; water
rates, £1,393; land tax, £485; income tax,
£ 1,257; or a total approximately of £129,000;
a nice little addition to revenue. We are not
likely to find the Government dispensing With
the Industries Assistance Act.

Hon, T. Moore: The Government would
get the seame revenue through the Agricultural
Bank.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Not unless the Act
was amended. Two or three years ago I felt
that the Industries Assistance Act was likely
to be repealed, but to-day all that has been
altered, So great has been the increase in
the value of our lands that properties held
by the ladnetries Assistance Board are now
good, sound propositions. And that improve-
ment will increase. The securities are better
to-day than they were six months ago, and
are still improving. However, when it comes
to inferior properties, light lands, the posi-
tion is impossible. The Government realise
that. They have done a little writing down,
but they should start the work in earnest and
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write down al light land properties, although
not in the way they have done in the past.
The practice has been to push a man off the
property he has developed, reduce the lia-
bility, and then let a new man come in. Far
better would it be to give the pioneer settler
a chance to hold on, that is, if hie he worthy
of it.

The Minister for Education: Perhaps he
would refuse.

Ron. C. F. BAXTER: As I say, the pae-
titve has been to push off the original settler,
reduce the liability and bring in a new man.

Ron. J. Mills: They are doing that to-
day.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I hope the Minister
will impress upon the Government the im-
portance of keeping the pioneer settlers on
their properties. I wonder *rhy the Govern-
ment have not done something in regard to
the light land question. While I held a
po.,tion as member of Cabinet I called a con-
ferenee of those who had dealt with light
lands, in an endeav-our to find out whether
something could not be gained from their
experience for the framing of a policy for
the handling of such country. All those
who knew what took place at the conference
regarded it as one that bad produced the
most good of any field in the State. It was
a triumph on that particular questiou. What
has beconme of the recommendations of tho
conference, and of all the information that
was gleaned? ,Apparently nothing has been
done. At the, time we all felt very pleased
with the result of the conference. Why
have not the Government miade use of the re-
commenidations? They would help the Gov-
ernment considerably in dealing with the
light land question with the Industries As-
sistanc Board. The time has arrived when
the outside creditors of the board should re-
ceiv-e a little consideration. The position is
altering, and the securities are being built
up, and everything is now so secure that the
outside creditors, many of whom have waited
for their money since 1914, should begin to
get something back. They have had no in-
terest on their money, as "Mr. Mills has said,
and they would be prepared to take a smaller
amount in the pound.

Hon. J. Mills: I said the interest was-
being added to the debt.

Hon. 0. F. BAXTER: They are not give'n
credit for interest by the Industries Assist-
ance Board.

Hon. J. Mills; I knowv they are not get-
ting it, hilt it is. being added to their debt.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is worth
nothing to them. They have no chance of
getting it and they know it. Many of them
would 4~e pleased to receive a few shillings in
the pound, leaving out altogether the question
of interest. It is time the Government made
a move in this direction. Before any exten-
sion of the Art is mpde to the South-West,
the Peet P-state and the group Settlements,
extreme caution must he used. A fortnight

ago I had a conversation with a settler on the
reel Estate, and was greatly astonished by
what he told me. I asked him how he was
getting on and if lie was still getting the 105.
a day sustenance. He said he was not get-
ting it, that he iras on his own 'block, and
that the Government were advancing him and
many of the settlers £2 10s. a wveek. T asked
why they were getting that, and hie replied
that it was to assist them in developing their
blocks. That is rather an astounding state-
ment. I can hardly credit that the individual
who told me this would mislead me. The
Government pay sustenance at the rate of
l0s, a day, but when the settlers get on their
own blocks they receive R2 10s. a week. What
arc they to produce for that £2 10s. a week?
Nothing of any v-alue has been produced off
that estate during the last six months, This
is only loading op the blocks of the settlers,
and they cannot hope to get all the capital
out of them. The Government are extending
their, powers of giving sustenance beyond
what the Act provides.

The 'Minister for Education: The set-
tlers have to work for whet they get.

Hon. 0. F. BAXTER: They are trying to
grow a few vegetables, and plant some seed
that will probably be washed out again.

The Minister for Education: You say this
is being done on the Peel Estate?

Rlon. Q. F. BAXTER: Yet. No doubt it
will be news to members. We were told the
Government would get the land ready, and
that the settlers would begin to produce
straight away. We now find that the Act
has been extended by the Government with-
out authority.

Hon. J1. Mills: The settlers are getting
a daily wage for the improvements they are
effecting.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: They are now sup-
posed to produce something from their blocks.

Hon. G, Potter: Was this man an ima-
migrant ? Tt might have been a repatria-
tion. grant.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That was not the
ease. I notice in to-day's paper that the
Premier referred to a circular issued by some
person or body down there asking a number
of questions. Apparently the Premier did not
know who had written the circular. One
w-ould have thought he would hare eadeav-
oured to find out who was seeking the in-
formation. The people concerned must have
left some address for the answers to be sent
to them. The Premier said that anyone could
get any information he liked from the de-
parmucutsq. That i:9 hardly in keeping with
what occurred this afternoon, T required some
information to deal with this Bill. I was
told by the Leader of the House that a re-
turn would be prepared.

The Minister for Education: It will take
some time to answer your questions.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: My questions re-
main unanswered. There is no reason for
this veil of secrecy. Mfost of the questions
required a simple ainswer, and there was no
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occasion for a return to be prepared. The
Government had a fortnight in which to
frame the answers. This would have taken
up a little of the spare time of the officers
who are running about on the estate. I am
not opposing any extension of the Act to the
South-West, for the time may come when it
should be extended in that direction. I do,
however, urge extreme caution before any-
thing of this kind is done. To commit one-
self at this stage *ould be ridiculous. The
Government should bring about a better sys-
tern of inspection tinder the Industries As-
sistance Act. When travelling about my dis-
trict many- complaints are brought under my
notice, most of them being justifiable. Peo-
ple complain about the long delays of in-
spection. Time and again supplies have come
too late to enable settlers to put in their
crops. In one case a settler was compelled
to seed ground from which both he and the
inspector knew it was hopeless to expect a
payable return. Ini another case a man had
to put in a certain acreage to meet the re-
quirements of the board. He had to run his
drill over land which would not yield three
bushels to the acre, because it was wodgil
country. He knew he would not get the price
of his seed back, let alone any return for his
labour and super. These things are very
detrimental to the settler. The Act has been
in operation long enough to enable the au-
thorities to institute a proper system of in-
spection. A better method of getting sup-
plies out to the settlers should be inaugu-
rated to enable them to get their crops in at
the right time. The regulations requiring a
certain area to be putt in should not be en-
forced if the land is not there to crop. 1
trnst the Leader of the House wvill bring
these matters before the Government. I am in
accord with this Bill, and will support the
second rending.

On motion by Ron. T. Moore, debate ad-
journed.

RESOLUTION-ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Assembly 's Messa go.
Message received from the Legislative As-

sembly requesting the concurrence of the
Legislative Council in the following resoir-
tion-

"That in the opinion of t-his House ste
Governwent should obtain the nzecessary au-
thority as early as possible to extend the
Esperance Northward Railwaiy line (no i.
course of construction) so that it mnay June-
tion with the existing lines of the State at
Norseman," presents the same to the
Legislative Council for its concurrence.

House adjourned at 9.450 p.m.

tgtelative BeesembIp,
Wediaesday, $let October, 19-93.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 7.30 pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION-QUEENSLAND PROBATE
CO1WPANY, LOCAL CAMPAIGN.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government any information re-
garding the value of shares in the Queens-
land Probate Company, a campaign for the
sale of which has lately been conducted in
Narrogin and other country centres by Mr.
3. A. Greig, M.L.C., director for the said
company in Western Australia, and Mr.
Harold Sed don, M.L.C., inspector and sales-
man for the said Queensland Probate Com-
pany under Mr. Greig's direction? 2, if
not, will the Government institute 'inquiries,
as the said shares are not listed in any Aus-
tralian stock exchange lists 3, Have the
Government any information as to the Sala-
ries, commissionls, nnd other profits being
received by the promoters of this company?
4, In it the intention of the Government to
introduce legislation to protect the resi-
dents of this State from exploitation in
regard to the purchase Of shares in the large
number of new mushroom insurance com-
paniies of unknown and doubtful value
which ore being hawked round the country
districts by plausible directors and their
salesmen and emnployees?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3, In-
tending investors should satisfy themselves
of the bona Sfides of a company before be-
coming shareholders. No one Is compelled
to purchase shares. 4, The Government do
not know of any individual who has invested
in such concerns.
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